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PRISON MINISTRY & CHAPLAINCY 
Prison Ministry has been around for decades.  Why “Prison Ministry”?   From a 
biblical perspective, Prison Ministry can be  seen as illustrated in the book of  
Hebrews 13:1-3 with emphasise on verse 3;  “Remember the prisoners as if chained 
with them those who are mistreated since you yourselves are in the body also”.  And 

also Matthew 25: 36  “I was naked and you clothed me; I was sick and you visited me;  I was in prison and you came to me”. I identify 
myself with the Prison Fellowship mission statement:  “To show Christ’s love to people in prison by coming alongside them & 
supporting them” hence my involvement with the ministry & the chaplaincy service to the prisons. 
In the introduction of the Prison Governor’s Manual is this phrase:  “Prison Chaplains are also a little bit of moral compass. In that way 
their operations  within the establishment gives us the focal point around faith, around decency, alongside the more formal things that 
we do. (Prison Governor, 2010) 
My goals in prison chaplaincy is to help make an impact to these vulnerable inmates & for them to be able to function more positively 
and to formulate & fashion a life style acceptable within the prison environment & outside the walls of the prisons.  It is also for them  
to lead a life that is acceptable within the values and norms of the community, helping to integrate them into larger society. 
The role also entails helping  men and women to  replace the cycle of  brokenness that landed them in prison. It also involves 
advocating for justice for prisoners, & the continuous contributions to the criminal justice system reforms. There is also the support & 
counselling sessions for prison officers, administrative staff & for all who work in the criminal justice system within the prisons sector. 
In addition the role includes linking inmates to groups & churches outside the prison environment for continuity when they are 
realised from jail.   
The “Lows” are that,  in  a ‘Remand Prison’ where I work, the unfortunate issue is, after cases are dealt with in the courts  and the 
offenders are sentenced, we lose track of them and the issue of follow up, most often is not there, and they are lost in the system. 
My humble prayer request is for the work being done in the prisons by chaplains within the criminal justice system.  Also for a good 
network of support after their discharge from prison. 

Rev. Prince HN Brown-Engmann  
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