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PLEASE NOTE: All items for the next issue of “Mission & Vision” need to be sent to Opuene by 4 Feb.  
A copy of this news sheet can be found & downloaded from the Synod website  southernsynodurc.org.uk 

KNOW & GROW…  

helps understanding of learning 

disability, the challenge for churches 

and how to set up a ministry group 

for adults.  

A course is being run in Dorking on 

February 12th.  

CLICK TO FIND OUT MORE 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:tt.admin@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:doelandmissionpa@southern.org.uk
http://southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-and-vision-109
https://www.counteveryonein.org.uk/events/
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The Church Leadership Programme (CLP) is a comprehensive programme to refresh 

experienced lay and ordained leaders in authentic leadership, helping church leaders to 

develop external skills from their core sense of being.   

To find out more:  

 https://urc.org.uk/church-leadership-programme  

INCLUSION 
I’m sure we all agree that ensuring we are 
inclusive as local churches is so important as this 
reflects something of the heart of God and the 
ministry of Jesus.  
Yet are we truly inclusive when it comes to folk 
with learning difficulties? 
I am considering the possibility of facilitating an 
initial training day entitled “Know & Grow”. The 
day of training run by “Count Everyone In” is 
designed to deepen understanding of learning 
disability, the challenge for churches and how to 
set up a ministry group for adults.  
It will be face to face training NOT on ZOOM and 
for this to go ahead there needs to be a 
minimum of 15 people attending. The cost per 
delegate is £25. Is this something you would be 
interested in?  
To register an initial interest, contact me: 

Andy Twilley: training@urcsouthern.org.uk  
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LAY PREACHING COMMISSIONER 
 

I have been Lay Preaching Commissioner since January 2019 and it is a 
Synod appointment with an initial term of 3 years. I sit on Synod 

Ministries Committee and report to that group anything relating to Lay Preaching. I work closely with Andy 
Twilley, Synod Training Development Officer as he runs the Synod Lay Preaching Course. I try and attend 
some of the training sessions so that I can get to know those doing the course. Once they have completed 
the course, they have a choice to do an Assessed Service which if successful, qualifies them as a Synod 
Recognised Lay Preacher. I have a team of six Lay Preaching Coordinators, one for each Synod Area who 
organise the date, venue and assessment panel for assessed services. They also assist me in ensuring that all 
the Lay Preachers, whether Assembly Accredited or Synod Recognised, are kept up to date with everything 
related to their role. I also have at least two consultations a year with all the URC Lay Preaching 
Commissioners, the URC Secretary for Ministries and the URC Secretary for Education and Learning. We are 
really blessed in our Synod that we have had so many folk come forward for Lay Preaching Training and we 
give thanks to God for raising these people up. At a time when ministers are in short supply, we need to 
encourage our Lay Preachers – they are an invaluable resource, so please use them!  

Sue Knight 

Church in 
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