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           Issue 108 

“Look at the nations and watch— and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that 

you would not believe, even if you were told.” Habakkuk 1: 5 

PLEASE NOTE: All items for the next issue of “Mission & Vision” need to be sent to Opuene by 21 Jan.  
A copy of this news sheet can be found & downloaded from the Synod website  southernsynodurc.org.uk 

CONGRATULATION! 
Pam Tolhurst, Local Church 
Leader at Gillingham URC 
has been awarded a British 
Empire Medal in the 2022 
New Year’s Honours List for 
‘services to the community 
in Gillingham, Kent’  
In her own words, Pam says: 
“I do what I do in response 
to God’s call to live out my 
Christian faith in prayer and 
action.  

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:tt.admin@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:doelandmissionpa@southern.org.uk
http://southernsynodurc.org.uk/mission-and-vision-108
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NON-STIPENDIARY MINISTRY (NSM) 

Do you feel God calling you to ordained ministry? But are you deterred because you are unable to spend time 
at college studying? Are you put off by the thought of having to serve at another church? If so, exciting news! 
The URC has introduced a new model of locally ordained ministers of word and sacrament, who in most 
cases will serve at their existing church.  
You still have to be financially self-supporting, but the model removes the necessity for a higher education 
qualification in theology. Instead, training will be largely conducted by distance learning, over either one year 
full-time or two years part-time. Training will be tailored to the previous experience of the candidate and to 
the role to which they will be appointed. 
As an existing NSM I would willingly share the joy and opportunities the role provides should you be 
interested. Call me on 07889 878471 or e-mail: tedbellingham@aol.com 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
mailto:tedbellingham@aol.com
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The Church Leadership Programme (CLP) is a comprehensive programme to refresh 

experienced lay and ordained leaders in authentic leadership, helping church leaders to 

develop external skills from their core sense of being.   

To find out more:  

 https://urc.org.uk/church-leadership-programme  

INCLUSION 
I’m sure we all agree that ensuring we are 
inclusive as local churches is so important as this 
reflects something of the heart of God and the 
ministry of Jesus.  
Yet are we truly inclusive when it comes to folk 
with learning difficulties? 
I am considering the possibility of facilitating an 
initial training day entitled “Know & Grow”. The 
day of training run by “Count Everyone In” is 
designed to deepen understanding of learning 
disability, the challenge for churches and how to 
set up a ministry group for adults.  
It will be face to face training NOT on ZOOM and 
for this to go ahead there needs to be a 
minimum of 15 people attending. The cost per 
delegate is £25. Is this something you would be 
interested in?  
To register an initial interest, contact me: 

Andy Twilley: training@urcsouthern.org.uk  

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk
https://urc.org.uk/church-leadership-programme
mailto:training@urcsouthern.org.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

Synod Office:   East Croydon URC   Addiscombe Grove   Croydon   CR0 5LP 

Tel: 020 8688 3730     office@urcsouthern.org.uk  

           Issue 108 

“Look at the nations and watch— and be utterly amazed. For I am going to do something in your days that 

you would not believe, even if you were told.” Habakkuk 1: 5 

 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE MODERATOR 
 

 

Dear friends, 

Happy New Year. I hope you have managed to have a good Christmas.  

“Hope” is a word I often cling onto. Especially recently. A new screensaver for my computer has the verse:  

Hope does not disappoint us. (Romans 5:5) Hope is something positive and encouraging. Hope is about 
creativity and excitement. It is forward thinking. Hope is created by the creator. Therefore, it is positive and 
trusting on God. Hope is what we need to hang onto this year.  

We are going through a challenging time, but God will not disappoint us. God is creating something new, and 
we are going to be part of that. I pray we all hold onto the mighty hope of God this year, do not fear. We are 
called by God, and we are His. God is with us on this journey.  

May the Lord Bless you and  keep you.  

Rev Bridget Banks 

Church in 

mailto:office@urcsouthern.org.uk

