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BEYOND LOCKDOWN
I recently read the following four suggestions for churches to
consider as we anticipate moving beyond lockdown. I found
them inspiring & challenging, hence sharing them with you to
reflect on.
Wider Doors: We’ve opened a new doorway linking churches
and homes. How can we maintain and widen our doors of
welcome, both online and off it?
Deeper Wells: The times are more serious, so people have
been seeking God and a deeper spirituality. How can we offer
spiritual depth and encourage encounter with the living
Jesus? There is little point in welcome if there is no well for
the newly thirsty to drink from.

PLEASE NOTE: All items for the next
issue of “Mission & Vision” need to be
sent to Opuene by 5 March.

A copy of this news sheet can be found
& downloaded from the Synod website
southernsynodurc.org.uk

Wiser Programmes: How can we continue to reach more
people through an integrated in-person / online model of
church? Can we also take the chance to review all church
programmes and only start and re-start those that open the
doors wider and dig the wells deeper – become less frantic,
more focussed?
Smarter Structures: How can we change our leadership and
organisational structures to support the church of the future
rather than the church of the past?
Andy Twilley
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Church in

BRIGHTHELM CHURCH AND COMMUNITY CENTRE

Brighthelm is a large community centre in the heart of Brighton. A year ago, we were open every
day from 8am to 10pm. We provided office space for charities and hired out a variety of meeting
rooms, from our 300-seater auditorium to a small committee room. The Centre was used for
concerts, conferences and training events, adult education classes, 12-step groups, Church
services, exercise classes and just about anything else you can imagine. Our community café
was at the heart, providing an informal meeting space and great coffee.
That was a year ago. Now we wait and wonder what new life will emerge. We’ve re-decorated,
the lift has been renewed (thank you, Synod!), and we’re ready to give hospitality to our
community, and support worship, learning, growth, inclusion, and action for the common good,
not least concerning the environment. We value your prayers!
Rev. Alex Mabbs
(Special Category Minister)
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